THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

December 2025

Dear 2026 4-H Volunteers,

Ohio State University Extension
Wayne County

428 W. Liberty St. — Suite 12
Wooster, OH 44691-5092

330-264-8722 Phone
330-263-7696 Fax

http://wayne.osu.edu

First, we want to say ‘Thank You’ for all that you have done. We truly appreciate your time and effort
that you pour into the Wayne County 4-H program. Our youth would not be where they are without

all of you.

e EACH step MUST be completed by the respective deadlines.

e We are asking for every volunteer to sign up for the date they will attend the Mandatory

Volunteer Training
Here are the requirements to become an approved 2026 4-H Volunteer:

1. The 2026 Mandatory In-Person Volunteer Training

2. Child Abuse/Neglect Recognition and Reporting Policy 1.50 State Mandated Training, which

will be given at each Volunteer Training, by April 1, 2026
3. Enrollinthe 4HOnline system, by April 1, 2026

4. Complete a background check, if necessary, by February 15, 2026

More Details:

1. Attend one (1) 2026 Mandatory In-Person Volunteer Training, we are NOT providing an

online option for this requirement for 2026.
a. We are offering 3 dates at Shisler Conference Center
i. Saturday, JANUARY 31,9am-11am
ii. Thursday, February 5, 6-8pm
iii. MONDAY, February 9, 6-8pm
b. Signup for the meeting you will attend here:

https://go.osu.edu/2026mandatoryvolunteertrainings

c. Each of the meetings will contain County Updates along with breakout sessions,
1. We are changing the format of the entire training for 2026 so

breakout session topics are TBD.

2. Complete the Child Abuse/Neglect Recognition and Reporting Policy 1.50 State Mandated

Training, by April 1, 2026.

a. Thistraining will be IN-PERSON. You will receive a certificate of completion before
you leave your training on the date you choose to attend, it is required you stay for

the duration in order to get credit.



3. Enrollinto 4HOnline
a. This MUST be done EVERY year by April 1, 2026
i. Committee Members Only - enroll in the Administrative/Committee Member
‘primary club’
ii. Adult helpers —enroll as project volunteer under the 4-H club you will be
helping
iii. Organizational Club leader- enroll as Organizational Club Leaders for your
club.
b. Please make sure your emailis updated, we will be using it throughout the year to
send you important information.

4. Submit a background check by February 15, 2026

a. ONLY forthose that have been contacted via email in November 2025 or have an
enclosed letter with the steps.

b. In-Person background check screenings have NOT been confirmed to be available
during ANY of the Mandatory In-Person trainings yet but will know closer to the
dates.

c. Our best suggestion is to get it done early!

d. You will received communication IF you are on the list to submit a new background
check.

IF you have any questions, feel free to give our office a call. We are here Monday - Friday 8:00am -
4:30pm to help you navigate these steps.

Thank you,

Wayne County 4-H OSU Extension Staff.



