
 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION   

Hardship Exception for Horse Projects  
for Wayne County Jr. Fair 

 

Any Wayne County Junior Fair (WCJF) exhibitor taking a horse project to the fair can, in the unfortunate event 
the horse becomes injured or passes away after June 1st of the project year, apply to the Horse Committee for 
a hardship exception to take a different horse to the fair, PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA HAVE BEEN 
MET: 

1. The WCJF exhibitor must have enrolled with a Wayne County 4-H Club or FFA chapter before April 1st of the 
project year and must be a member in good standing. 
 

2. The injured/deceased horse must have been enrolled in the WCJF Animal ID system before June 1st of the 
project year and must have been approved. 
 

3. If the injury/death occurs after August 1st, the WCJF exhibitor must have made all online fair entries before 
August 1st and entries must have been accepted. 
 

4. A licensed veterinarian must have been involved from the onset of the injury of the exhibitor’s horse, been 
contacted if said horse was found deceased, or involved in the humane euthanasia of said horse. All veterinary 
office/clinic notes must be included. 
 

5.  The horse the exhibitor wishes to take to the fair in place of their injured/deceased horse must already be 
enrolled in the 4HOnline Animal ID system under another approved exhibitor for WCJF. The Hardship Exception 
allowance would include the substitute horse being shared by both members. The two members must not show 
in the same classes/divisions as each other. For example, one member could be a walk/trot exhibitor and the 
other a Senior, but both cannot be walk/trot or both cannot be Seniors. 

IF the above five criteria have been met, the members’ advisor or parent may make a formal request to the Horse 
Committee and 4-H Extension Office to request discussion and vote on a Hardship Exception by completing the following 
steps: 

1. Prepare an email to the 4-H Extension Office and to the Chairperson of the Horse Committee explaining the 
situation and requesting the discussion and vote for a Hardship Exception utilizing the Special Request Form 
found in the Horse Project Guidelines. 

2. Attach all veterinary notes and records to the email. 
3. Include a letter from the other member’s family and the horse’s owner agreeing to the sharing of the project 

horse. 

The Horse Committee, 4-H Extension Office and SFB Liaison will discuss and render their decision as quickly as 
practically possible and inform the requesting advisor, the family. This decision will be final and binding on all 
involved for only that project year. 
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2026 Request for Hardship 

This form must be complete with signatures to be considered.  
  

 Exhibitors Name:      
  

 Horse with Hardship:      
  

Name of Replacement Horse:      
  
  

 Reason for Hardship:      
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
** If it is a medial reason, please attach veterinarian excuse.  

Please check one:  
  ____ As the 4-H Advisor for this member, I support this request.  
    As the 4-H Advisor for this member, I do not support this request.  
If you do not own the replacement horse, please have the owner sign below.  
   

Owner of Horse Signature:    _ Date:      
By signing above, I give permission for this horse to be used as a 4-H project.  

Signature of Member:     
  
  

 Date:   
   

Signature of Parent:    
  
  
  

 Date:   
   

4-H Advisor Signature:    Date:      
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