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Dear 4-H and FFA Families Enrolled in Animal / Livestock Projects,

Please read this letter and the enclosed documents carefully. This mailing contains important required
information for completing animal projects, as well as optional opportunities available to youth
exhibitors.

In addition to this letter and the enclosed materials, families should review their species-specific
Project Guidelines, available on the Extension Office website at go.osu.edu/animalsandlivestock.

Quality Assurance — Required

In accordance with Ohio Department of Agriculture state rules and laws, all youth planning to exhibit any
kind of animal project at the Wayne County Jr. Fair and/or the Ohio State Jr. Fair are required to complete
Ohio Youth Quality Assurance annually.

Please visit: go.osu.edu/waynequalityassurance for more information.

For beef, dairy, dog, goat, horse, poultry, rabbit, sheep, swine projects:
¢ QA must be completed at least 45 days prior to the opening date of the exhibition.
e Wayne County Jr. Fair QA deadline: July 29, 2026
e Ohio State Fair QA deadline: June 1, 2026

For Horse Exhibitors:
All horse exhibitors must complete the EquiSTEP Course through CarmenCanvas to fulfill QA requirements.
e Horse exhibitors who also show livestock must complete both EquiSTEP and a livestock QA
session.
e The EquiSTEP course must be completed by July 29, 2026.
e Course link: go.osu.edu/2026equistep

Animal Identification — Required

The Ohio Department of Agriculture requires animal identification for all animals (primary and backup) that a
youth (4-H or FFA) may exhibit at the Wayne County Jr. Fair and/or the Ohio State Jr. Fair.
¢ All animall/livestock projects, including Market Poultry and Market Rabbits, must be entered in the
Animals section of 4-HOnline.
e Animal ID deadline: June 1
Siblings may share family backup animals; however, each animal must be entered under each youth
exhibitor’s 4-HOnline profile to be eligible to show.

Please review the Wayne County 4-H Animal ID Help Sheets for your species, which outline required
information, forms, and photos.
o Market swine and feeder calves must be tagged with a Wayne County Fair Tag.
e Tags are available at the Wayne County Extension Office during business hours:Monday—Friday, 8:00
a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Animal ID instructions and help sheets are available at: wayne.osu.edu/help
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Skillathon - Required

In addition to completing Quality Assurance and Animal ID, youth must complete one Skillathon option for the
youth to be eligible to exhibit at the Wayne County Jr. Fair.

All Skillathon requirements must be completed by August 5, 2026.

More details are available at: go.osu.edu/wcskillathoninterviews.

e Option 1 — Wayne County Skillathon
o Dates: July 8, July 9 or August 5
o Time: 6:00 — 9:00 pm
o Location: Wayne County Fair Event Center.
o If unable to attend on scheduled dates, arrangements must be made by calling the Extension
office for in office Skillathon appointment to be made.
o Deadline: August 5, 2026

e Option 2 — State Fair Skillathon
o Youth must participate in person ONLY.
o Proof of participation must be submitted to the Extension Office by August 5, 2026.
o More information: go.osu.edu/osfskillathons

PLEASE NOTE: The Ohio State Fair Online Skillathon is NOT an option to complete the Skillathon requirements.

Junior Fair Class Entries - Required

All animals to be exhibited at the Wayne County Junior Fair must have class entries submitted online in
Fair Entry by 11:59 p.m. on Auqust 1.

¢ No corrections, additions, or changes will be accepted after August 1.

e The Fair Entry system opens: July 1

e Exhibitors (or parents) must enter ALL CLASSES the youth plans to participate in (market, breeding,
performance, showmanship, carcass, Outstanding Exhibitor, Cloverbud, still projects, etc.)

Fair Entry Website: http://waynejrfair.fairentry.com/

Step-by-step instructions and videos are available online at: wayne.osu.edu/help.

Getting Connected with Information:

Wayne County News & Notes Email Updates.
e Receive timely updates and reminders.
e Subscribe at: go.osu.edu/waynecountynewsandnotes

Wayne County Text Alerts
o Get quick deadline reminders!
e Sign up at: https://go.osu.edu/wctextalerts

2026 Animal / Livestock Clinics — Optional

Species committees offer clinics for youth and parents focused on animal care, grooming, nutrition,
showmanship, and fitting.

e Please see the enclosed Clinic Schedule for dates and details.

¢ Animal department Facebook Groups are also excellent resources for species-specific information.

Clinic information and Facebook Groups links are available online at: go.osu.edu/animalsandlivestock.
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Outstanding Exhibitor (OE) Awards Program — Optional

Youth exhibiting animal/livestock projects may choose to participate in the Wayne County Jr. Fair Outstanding
Exhibitor Awards Program, which includes:

¢ Outstanding Market Exhibitor

e Outstanding Breeding Exhibitor

¢ Outstanding Dairy, Dog and Horse Exhibitor

To participate, youth must complete ALL required steps, including:

e Outstanding Exhibitor Exam (for each species)
o Dates: July 7 OR August 4, 5 - 9 pm at the Event Center.
o Location: Wayne County Fair Event Center
o If unable to attend, exams may be scheduled at the Extension Office between July 7-August 4
o No exams accepted after August 4, 2026.
e Wayne County Skillathon (for each species)
o Dates: July 8 & 9 or August 5, 6:00 — 9:00 pm
o Location: Wayne County Fair Event Center
o Ohio State Fair Skillathon will not count towards Outstanding Exhibitor.
o If unable to attend on scheduled dates, arrangements must be made by calling the Extension
office for in office Skillathon appointment to be made.
o Deadline: August 5, 2026

IMPORTANT additional details regarding OE are available at: go.osu.edu/wcoutstandingexhibitor

We recognize that there is a significant amount of information for families to track regarding animal care,
exhibition, and fair participation.

Families are strongly encouraged to:

Read their species Project Guidelines

Review the Junior Fair Book (published in June)
Monitor the 4-H News & Notes Email Updates
Ensure their email address is current in 4-HOnline

If you have questions, please contact your club advisor or the Wayne County Extension Office for assistance.

Sincerely,
Hannah Getz Diane Johnson Laurie Sidle
4-H Educator Program Assistant, Program Assistant,

4-H Youth Development 4-H Youth Development 4-H Youth Development


https://go.osu.edu/wcoutstandingexhibitor

Get Connected:
Wayne County 4-H

« Check the 4-H calendar for the most up-to-date

information regarding our program
o https://go.osu.edu/4hcalendarevents

« News and Notes Email Updates

o https://go.osu.edu/newsandnotesemails

« County Text Messages
o https://go.osu.edu/wctextalerts
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Wayne County 4-H / FFA / Jr. Fair Skillathon

Youth must complete one Skillathon option for the youth to be eligible to exhibit at the Wayne County Jr. Fair.

All Skillathon requirements must be completed by August 5, 2026.
More details are available at: go.osu.edu/wcskillathoninterviews.

¢ Option 1 — Wayne County Skillathon
o Dates: July 8, July 9 or August 5
o Time: 6:00 — 9:00 pm
o Location: Wayne County Fair Event Center.
o If unable to attend on scheduled dates, arrangements must be made by calling the Extension
office for in office Skillathon appointment to be made.
o Deadline: August 5, 2026

o Option 2 — State Fair Skillathon
o Youth must participate in person ONLY.
o Proof of participation must be submitted to the Extension Office by August 5, 2026.
o More information: go.osu.edu/osfskillathons

PLEASE NOTE: The Ohio State Fair Online Skillathon is NOT an option to complete the Skillathon requirements.

2026 Wayne County Skillathon Update

The Skillathon format will change this year. Each exhibitor will complete five learning stations for EACH
species they are exhibiting. Study materials can be found in each species’ resource guides.

Skillathon is designed to provide hands-on learning experiences that help exhibitors develop the knowledge and
skills needed to successfully complete their animal projects.

Skillathon Scoring

Each Skillathon will be scored out of 100 total points, with 20 points possible at each of the five stations.
There is no minimum score required to participate or complete Skillathon.

However, this year we are introducing an Outstanding Skillathon Score designation. Exhibitors who earn a
score of 92 points or higher will receive this recognition.

Important Reminder

Youth are required to complete a Skillathon for every species they plan to exhibit at the Wayne County Fair.

Example: Youth are exhibiting dogs, goats, sheep projects. They MUST complete a dog skillathon, goat
skillathon, AND sheep skillathon.

Each species’ Skillathon will include five components (which may vary by species). Every species requires a
project book, and youth must bring the appropriate book for each species they are exhibiting.

wayne.osu.edu

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
CFAES provides research and related educational
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, ) programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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2026 Skillathon Stations

Beef (Market or Breeding)
Feed Identification
Meat Cuts

Leg Formation
Breed Identification
Project Book

Feed Identification
Mammary Anatomy

Feet & Leg Formation
Breed Identification & Traits
Project Book

Canine Safety & Sanitation
Canine Behavior

Breed Identification
Grooming

Project Book
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Goat (Market, Breeding and Dairy)
Feed Identification

Disease Management

Parts of a Goat

Breed Identification

Project Book

G
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Horse ID & Nutrition
Horse Health

Rulebook Knowledge
Equipment Identification
Project Book

Gl

Poultry (Market and Exhibition)
Feed Identification

Meat Identification

Parts of a Bird

Poultry Scenarios

Project Book

G

o

Rabbit (Market and Pet)

Feed Identification
Parts of a Rabbit

Faults & Disqualification
Breed ldentification
Project Book
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Sheep (Market and Breeding)
1) Feed ldentification
2) Body Condition Score/Leg Formation
3) Breed ldentification
4) Meat Cuts & Haltering
5) Project Book

Swine
1) Feed Identification
2) Equipment Identification & Tagging
3) Ear Notching
4) Meat ID
5) Project Book

wayne.osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For
more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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OSU Extension- Wayne County

2026 Wayne County Jr. Fair
Livestock Clinic & Quality Assurance Dates

Tuesday, April 7

Quality Assurance

= 6:00-7:00 pm

Fisher Auditorium — OSU Campus

Saturday, April 11

Hammer Time Clinic

=  Check-In:9-10 am

=  Clinic & QA:10-12:45 pm
Species: Beef, Dairy, Goat, Sheep,
and Swine, Coliseum — Wayne
County Fairgrounds

*Registration Required with
Northwestern FFA * $10.00 Fee

Thursday, May 7

Quality Assurance
= 6:00-7:00 pm
Fisher Auditorium — OSU Campus

Thursday, May 14

Dog Quality Assurance

=  6:00pm
Sheep/Goat Arena - Wayne
County Fairgrounds

Tuesday, June 2

= Quality Assurance 6- 7 pm
Event Center — Wayne County
Fairgrounds —

= Goat Clinic7-8 pm
Coliseum — Wayne County
Fairgrounds

= Rabbit Clinic7 -8 pm
Sheep/Goat Arena - Wayne
County Fairgrounds

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Tuesday, June 9

= Quality Assurance 6 —7 pm
Event Center — Wayne County
Fairgrounds

= Poultry Clinic 7-8 pm
Sheep/Goat Arena - Wayne

County Fairgrounds

= Sheep Clinic 7-8 pm

Coliseum- Wayne County Fairgrounds

Tuesday, July 21
Quality Assurance
=  6:00-7:00 pm
*Last Chance*
Fisher Auditorium — OSU Campus
*Cost $25.00

Dog Clinic Dates

= Follow the link below for the
2026 Wayne County Jr. Fair
Dog Clinic Dates

Link: https://wayne.osu.edu/dogs

Horse Equistep (QA)

* DuelJuly 29 Equistep

Link:
https://go.osu.edu/2026equistep

Horse page for more dates/info:
Link:
https://wayne.osu.edu/horses

EXTENSION
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QA Requirements:

If an exhibitor is taking a
horse and/or dog project
in addition to
a livestock project, they MUST
complete both required QA
trainings.

Examples:
Horse Equistep and Livestock QA,
or
Dog QA and Livestock QA,
Or
Horse Equistep, Dog QA, and
Livestock QA

Depending on the projects they
are enrolled in.

*Wayne County QA MUST be
completed by July 29, 2026

*QOhio State Fair QA MUST be
completed by June 1, 2026

College of Food, Agricultural,
and Environmental Sciences

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information,

visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit

cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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Wayne County 4-H / FFA / Jr. Fair
2026 Outstanding Exhibitor Awards Program
The Outstanding Exhibitor (OE) Awards program recognizes youth who demonstrate excellence in their

animal project both in and out of the show ring through knowledge, preparation, and performance.
All components of the contest must be completed to be eligible for awards.

Outstanding Exhibitor Acronyms:
o OBE = Outstanding Breeding Exhibitor
o OEE = Outstanding Exhibitor Exam
o ODE = Outstanding Dairy Exhibitor or Outstanding Dog Exhibitor
o OHE = Outstanding Horse Exhibitor
o OME = Outstanding Market Exhibitor
Points for Dairy, Horse, Market & Breeding Projects:
e 30% Exam
o 20% Wayne County Skillathon (project books will be graded at Skillathon)
e 30% Showmanship class placing
e 10% Breed, market or performance class placing
e 10% Completed Project Book (due October 2 to the Extension Office)
Points for Dog Projects:
e 30% Exam
20% Wayne County Skillathon (project books will be graded at Skillathon)
15% Showmanship
15% Obedience
10% Rally
10% Completed Project Book (due October 2 to the Extension Office)

Deadlines: *See previous letter for details or our website
e Qutstanding Exhibitor Exam
o No exams accepted after August 4, 2026
e Wayne County Skillathon
o All Skillathon must be completed by August 5, 2026
e Jr. Fair Entries
o Deadline: August 1
e Project Book
o Due: October 2 to the Extension Office

Important Notes:

¢ All components of the contest must be completed to be eligible for awards

Failure to complete ANY contest components will result in removal from the contest.
Ohio State Fair Skillathon points will not be accepted.

Youth Must participate in the Wayne County Skillathon

OE criteria is available at: go.osu.edu/wcoutstandingexhibitor

Bonus Points have been eliminated from the OE Contest.

Outstanding Exhibitor Awards: are presented at the 4-H Recognition Banquet on
November 12, 2026.

* If a youth do NOT complete ALL components of the contest, they will be removed from
the contest.
Any Questions please contact the Wayne County Extension Office for assistance.

CFAES provides research and related educational
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