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April 2026 

Dear 4-H Dog Project Members and Advisors: 

This letter outlines important information for the 2026 participation year for all dog projects.  Please read this letter 
carefully!  For even more specific information concerning project requirements and exhibit information, please refer to 
the guideline sheet available online at: https://wayne.osu.edu/dogs and through the Junior Fair Book when it is released 
this summer.   

Please plan to attend the Dog Youth, Parents, and Advisors Informational Meeting and Quality Assurance session, 
which will be held on May 14 at 6pm at the Fairgrounds in the Goat/Sheep Show Arena.  Please do not bring dogs 
to this meeting!  They are welcome at the clinics later this year. If you want to keep track of updates for the Wayne 
County 4-H Dog programs as they happen, we urge you to “Like” the Facebook page, which can be found by searching 
facebook.com for Wayne County 4-H Dog Projects. 
Project Requirements:   

 Attend and participate in one of the two Skillathon options:
1. Wayne County 4-H Skillathon (July 8,9 or August 5 at the Wayne County Event Center) Please visit 

https://go.osu.edu/wcfskillathon for more information.
2. State Fair Dog Skillathon (Proof of State Fair Skillathon completion must be submitted to the Wayne County 

Extension Office by August 5)
 OPTIONAL- Strongly Encouraged: Outstanding Exhibitor Exam (July 7 or August 4)-THIS IS NOT A SUBSTITUTE 

for Skillathon. Prizes awarded for top participants.
 Exhibitor must have possession of the dog by June 1.
 Upload onto 4-HOnline photos of the front and side view of your dog, completed Dog Health Form, and copy 

of your dog license certificate by June 1, 2026. The dog health form can be found online at
https://wayne.osu.edu/dogs under the dog project guidelines and forms.

 Valid Dog License
 A vaccination form and identification form for the Wayne County Fair is enclosed for you with this letter.  

The vaccination certificate needs to be completed by your veterinarian and uploaded into 4-
HOnline https://oh.4honline.com/ by June 1st.

 Permission to Participate Form completed and scanned into 4-H Online by June 1 deadline.

Ohio State Fair Entries: If you wish to participate in the Ohio State Fair Dog Show, please visit http://go.osu.edu/oh4hdog 
for the rules, classes, entry forms, fee schedule, and registration materials.  Please keep in mind that the Ohio State Fair 
Dog Show Entries must be completed online before June 21 at 1:00pm. There is a Dog Project Identification Form and 
Vaccination Certificate specifically for the Ohio State Fair that needs filled out and brought with you to the Ohio State Fair 
Dog Show.  

Youth must enter their dogs online at http://ohiostatefair.com/livestock/. 

Wayne County Fair Entries:  Wayne County Junior Fair dog show class entries must be completed by August 1, 2026 at. 
waynejrfair.fairentry.com. Please note that late entries will not be accepted. 

IMPORTANT: The Wayne County Jr. Fair Dog Show will be held BEFORE fair, on Sunday, August 16, 2026 @ 9am. 
Registration/Health check will begin at 8am. 
Sincerely, 

Hannah Getz 
4-H Extension Educator, Wayne County
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Dog Project Guidelines 
Checklist for Dog Projects: 

 

1. Enroll in 4-H through 4-HOnline (oh.4honline.com) by April 1. Individual clubs may set an earlier date. 
2. Attend Quality Assurance Training on May 1st at the Dog Informational Meeting and Clinic. A last chance 

QA session will be held on July 21st (fee will be charged). QA must be completed by July 29th. 
3. Junior Fair Book: Obtain and read a Wayne County Junior Fair Book for rules and regulations for our county 

fair. 

 Possession Date: Obtain and care for your animal(s) by June 1st. The animal must remain in your care during 
the entire project period or through the duration of the fair. 

 Upload to 4-HOnline(REQUIRED) photos of the front and side view of your dog, completed Dog Health Form, the 
Permission to Participate Form and copy of your dog license certificate by June 1, 2026. 

 Attend Dog Clinics (encouraged) to learn more about how to properly care for and show your dog – dates and 
details are listed on the Dog Projects Calendar of Events. 

 Project Completion: Attend and participate in one of the following: Wayne County 4-H Skillathon Judging or State 
Fair Dog Skillathon. Proof of State Fair Skillathon Completion must be submitted to the Wayne County Extension 
Office by August 5. 

*REMINDER *Outstanding Exhibitor Exams will NOT count for Skillathon completion. 
Outstanding Dog Exhibitor: *All exhibitors who wish to participate in the Outstanding Dog Exhibitor program must 
complete ALL requirements of the contest to be eligible to compete. 
Please visit https://go.osu.edu/wcoutstandingexhibitorcontest to learn more details. 

 Make a Fair Entry in the Outstanding Exhibitor program for your species by August 1. 
 Complete an OE Test: Dates: July 7 and August 4 from 5-9 pm. 

 If you are not able to attend on these dates, notify the Extension office ASAP. You may take the test at 
the office between July 7and August 4 in the office. 

 Complete a Wayne County Skillathon 
 Show in the appropriate showmanship class AND animals breeding/market class. 
 Complete a Project Book and turn in by October 2 to the OSU Extension Office 
 All members are urged to participate in ODE. 

 Jr. Fair Class Entries - Due August 1st: Make ALL fair entries online at waynejrfair.fairentry.com for your 
animal(s). NO EXCEPTIONS! 
**REMINDER* there will be no changes/additions/corrections after Aug 1** 

 Awards: All exhibitors who receive a trophy, plaque, or other award sponsored by a donor MUST write a Thank 
You note to the sponsor(s). Thank you, cards will be provided with your award. Please turn in your unsealed 
thank you card to the Jr. Fair Office by the end of the fair. Failure to turn in a thank you card may result in a loss of 
premium. The name and address of the sponsor can be found on the award. If you cannot find it, contact the Jr. 
Fair secretary. 

 Read and follow all rules pertaining to your project animal(s) in the Jr. Fair Book. This book should be given to you 
by your 4-H club advisor in July. 

 
A dog that appears to be in estrus (heat) will not be permitted at fun shows, clinics or the county fair. For safety reasons, dogs showing unruly 
behavior or signs of aggression or general unsoundness will be dismissed from the fairgrounds or show. 

Please carefully review the following page for important information about your respective dog project(s). If you have any questions, please contact your 
club advisor, a member of the Dog Committee or the Extension Office. 

wayne.osu.edu 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

2026 Wayne County 4-H & Jr. Fair 
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Be sure to Like and Follow the 

Wayne County 4-H Dog Projects Facebook page for 
updates & announcements at 

https://www.facebook.com/WayneCounty4HDog 

 
All About Dogs (200), You and Your Dog (201-D), 

Performance (201-P), Showmanship (201-S), 
Obedience/Rally (201-O), Working Dogs (201-W), 

and Dog Achievement Program (202) 
There are two options for completing your project. Option 1 is Skillathon and Option 2 is Project 
Judging (poster & interview). Details for each option are listed below. Only completed projects are 
eligible to be displayed at the Wayne County Fair. Only completed Showmanship (201-S) and 
Obedience / Rally (201-O) projects are eligible to be shown in the Wayne County Fair and Ohio State 
Fair Dog Shows. 

Option 1 - Participate in and Complete Dog Skillathon 
 Complete your project book and submit on the day of Skillathon.
 Subject matter to study and prepare for Skillathon will come from your project book.

Option 2 - Participate in either early or late Project Judging 
 Bring your project book completed as fully as possible and educational poster board.
 The educational poster should be 22" x 28" full-size poster showing something you learned from the 

project. Please note posters cannot be constructed on foam or foam board. Posters should be 
displayed in your club’s fair booth or turned in at project judging to be displayed in the center aisle of 
Building 10 during the fair.

 Make sure all posters have the member’s name, club, and project printed on the front of the poster.
 Member may bring their dog to judging, but it is not required

 
 

Project Judging Dates 
 

Early Still Project and Small Animal Judging 
July 7, 2026: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

at the Event Center, Wayne County Fairgrounds 

Late Still Project / Small Animal Judging 
August 4, 2026: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

at the Event Center, Wayne County Fairgrounds 

Dogs are welcome at both Judging events this year!
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Please Note 

 
 The 2026 Wayne County Jr. Fair Dog Show will be held PRE-FAIR on 

Sunday, August 16th @ the Wayne County Fair Event Center. Time will be 
released at a later date. No dog show will occur DURING the fair.

 Information on participating in the Ohio State Fair Dog Show is available online 
at: http://www.ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/dog

 Projects 200, 201-D, 201-P, 201-W, and 202 are NOT eligible to participate in the Dog 
Show at the Wayne County Fair. Only completed projects 201-S and 201-O are eligible to 
be shown in the dog show.

 Projects winning a Best of Show award must be displayed at the Wayne County Fair to 
receive the award.

 It is suggested that members take 201 D – You and Your Dog as an entry-level project 
before taking any other dog projects.



Get Connected 

 Check the 4-H calendar for the most up to date information regarding our program 
o https://go.osu.edu/4hcalendarevents 

 News and Notes Email Updates 
o https://go.osu.edu/newsandnotesemails 

 County Text Messages 
o https://go.osu.edu/wctextalerts 
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4HOnline Animal ID Instructions 
Every animal that may be taken to the fair MUST be entered into Oh.4honline.com. 
Please complete the following steps through 4-HOnline to add your information. 

Step 1: 
- Log in to Oh.4honline.com 
- Click “I have a profile” 

- Click  
 

- To the right of your name, click . 
 
 
 

 
- Next, click on the Animals/Livestock tab. 

Step 2: 
- Select the animal type you want to submit then click “Add Animal” 

Step 3: 
- Fill in the information – ALL BOLD FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED! 
- Add documents and photos of your animal. Click the “Select” button and find the file or photo. (Acceptable file 

formats include PDF or .jpg) 
Step 4: 

- MAKE SURE ALL INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE! You cannot edit the information once you hit save. 
 

- After you have made sure everything is complete, click 

** To add additional animals, start at Step 2 and repeat! ** 

If you happen to find a mistake on an animal that has already been submitted, it cannot be edited by members. You 
will need to create a new animal with the correct information or you can contact the Extension office and they will 
make the change only if it is before the deadline. The ONLY exemption to this is if an animal tag is lost and replaced. 

 
Species specific requirements can be found at wayne.osu.edu/help 
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Listing of 4-HONLINE Animal ID fields and forms for Dog Projects 
 

Dogs 
Animal Name Required 
Animal Age Optional 

Animal Birthdate Required 
Bordetella Vaccination Date Required 

Breed Required 
Breeder Name Required – n/a if unknown 

Colors & Markings Required 
County Raised Optional 

Date of DHLPP Vaccination Optional 
Microchip Number Optional 

Rabies Expiration Date Required 
Rabies Vaccination Date Required 

Animal Gender Required 
Files/Photos of Animal  

Front of Animal Required 
Left Side of Animal Required 

Right Side of Animal Required 
Tag/Identifier Photo: Required – License/Tag 

County Document n/a 
Vaccination Record Required 

  
 
REMINDER: 
 
Upload to 4-HOnline(REQUIRED) photos of the front and side view of your dog, completed 
Dog Health Form, the Permission to Participate Form and copy of your dog license 
certificate by June 1, 2026. 

 
DON’T FORGET: upload the Permission to Participate to 4-H Online. 

Form can be found on the under the Dog sections of our website! 
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EXAMPLE ONLY: Permission to Participate (P2P) FORM 
 
 



  

 wayne.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
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Wayne County 4-H 
2026 Dog Projects Calendar of Events 

 

April 
April 1   Enroll in 4-H Online- (note: clubs may set an earlier deadline) 
 

    May  
 

May 14   Dog Informational Meeting, Dog Clinic, & Quality Assurance – 6 pm Goat / Sheep Arena Wayne Co. 
Fairgrounds. Youth, Parents, & Advisors should attend!  DO NOT BRING YOUR DOG. 

 

June 
June 1   Photos of your dog, Dog Health Forms and a copy of your Dog License Certificate must be uploaded by 

June 1st to oh.4honline.com 
 

June 1  Ohio State Fair Quality Assurance (QA) Deadline for competing @ OSF. If not complete, 
exhibitor is not eligible to show at State Fair. 

 
June 4   Dog Obedience Clinic, please bring your dog! – 7pm Snyder Building Wayne County Fairgrounds 

 
June 21   State Fair Dog Show Entries Due to OSF, State Fair Agility Entries Due to State 4-H Office – by 1pm 

 
June 24   Dog Rally Clinic, please bring your dog!  –7pm Snyder Building Wayne County Fairgrounds 
 
June 29   State Fair Dog Show Poster Contest Entries due to State 4-H Office  

 

July 
 

July 7   Early Project Judging - 6:00 – 9:00pm Wayne County Fair Event Center 
 
July 7          Outstanding Exhibitor Exam- 5:00-9 p.m. Wayne County Fair Event Center 
 
July 8&9   Skillathon Judging - 6:00 - 9 p.m.  Wayne County Fair Event Center 

 
July 17   Dog Showmanship Clinic, please bring your dog! –7pm Snyder Building Wayne County Fairgrounds 
 
July 19-21  Ohio State Fair Dog Show  

 
July 29   Dog Fun Show – 6:00-8:00 pm, Snyder Building Wayne County Fairgrounds (come anytime) 

  
August 

August 1      Junior Fair Entries Due (NO EXCEPTIONS..no late entries will be accepted) 
 
August 4   Late Project Judging - 6 - 9 p.m. Event Center Wayne County Fairgrounds 
 
August 4           Outstanding Exhibitor Exam- 5:00-9 p.m. Wayne County Fair Event Center 

 
August 5   Skillathon Judging - 6:00 - 9 p.m.  Wayne County Fair Event Center (Skillathon DEADLINE).  

 

SUNDAY August 16, 2026- Wayne County Jr. Fair Dog Show 
Registration/Health Check- 8:00AM 

Wayne Co. Fair Event Center- 9:00AM Show Start 



wayne.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
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Wayne County Junior Fair 
2026 Dog Clinic Dates 

Thursday, May 14 
 Dog Informational Meeting and Clinic 6:00pm

Goat/Sheep Arena, Wayne County Fairgrounds 
o Youth, Parents, & Advisors should attend!
o Quality Assurance, Question/Answer session, and other topics to be presented.

DO NOT BRING YOUR DOG 

Thursday, June 4
 Dog Obedience Clinic 7:00pm

Snyder Building, Wayne County Fairgrounds
(Bring your dog) 

Wednesday, June 24
 Dog Rally Clinic 7:00pm

Snyder Commercial Building, Wayne County Fairgrounds 
(Bring your dog) 

Friday, July 17
 Dog Showmanship Clinic 7:00pm

Snyder Commercial Building, Wayne County Fairgrounds 
(Bring your dog) 

Wednesday, July 29
 Dog Fun Show    6:00 pm- 8:00pm (come anytime)

Snyder Commercial Building, Wayne County Fairgrounds
(Bring your dog) 

SUNDAY, August 16 (PRE-FAIR)
 **Wayne County Jr. Fair Dog Show**- 9am Start Time

(Registration/Health Check - 8am)
Event Center, Wayne County Fairgrounds (Bring your dog)



2026 4-H and Ohio State Fair Dog Id Form and Vaccination Certificate- Upload by June 1 

 IDENTIFICATION FORM 
  (To be completed by Exhibitor) 

Exhibitors:  Complete this identification form.  Exhibitors, parents/ 
guardians must read the statement at the bottom of this section and 
sign to verify they have read the 2026 Ohio 4-H and Ohio State Fair Dog 
Show General Rules and Rules specific to show venues, agree to abide 
by them, and have a 2026 Permission to Participate form on file in 
the county Extension office.  Refer to the reverse side of this form. 
Exhibitor’s Name 

County Enrolled in 4-H  Phone (       ) 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Dog’s Call Name 

Dog’s Birth Date  Age 
Mo./Day/Yr. 

Predominant Breed 

Color & Markings 

Sex: [  ] Male   [  ] Neutered Male   [  ] Female   [  ] Spayed Female 

Dog License Tag No.   (Must list tag number) 

Signatures Required:  We verify we have read the 2026 Ohio 4-H and Ohio 
State Fair Jr. Fair Dog Show Rules/Show Venue Rules & agree to abide by 
these rules. We have a signed 2026 Permission to Participate in Ohio 4-H 
Dog Activities Disclosure and Release of Claims form on file in our county 
Extension office and agree to be bound by the terms set forth therein. 

Exhibitor’s Signature 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

Date Signed 

VACCINATION CERTIFICATE – VETERINARIAN MUST 
COMPLETE THIS ENTIRE SECTION!! 

Exhibitors:  Take this form to your veterinarian!  This Vaccination 
Certificate MUST be completed and signed by a licensed veterinarian.  All 
dogs MUST have current rabies vaccinations.  Your veterinarian must document on 
this form whether your dog’s Rabies vaccination is current by filling in the “Date 
Expires” blank.  Additionally, the Ohio 4-H Dog Program requires all dogs have 
current vaccinations for Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, and 
Parvovirus for exhibition at the Ohio State Fair Dog Show. Bordetella vaccination is 
recommended, but not required. Veterinarian protocol for vaccinations will be 
followed. All vaccinations must be administered by a licensed veterinarian.   
For the Ohio State Fair Dog Show, all vaccinations must be current 
through  

the last day of the 2026 show.    
Rabies 
Date Given Date Expires 

Product   Serial # 

DHLPP 
Date Given Date Expires 

With the exception of Rabies, specific vaccination requirements may be waived 
as noted by veterinarian in the space below.  

 

Clinic Information 
Clinic Name  

Mailing Address 

City  State  Zip 

Administering Veterinarian’s Name 

Veterinarian’s Signature  

Date  Clinic Phone ( ) 



The 2026 Ohio 4-H and Ohio State Fair Junior Fair General Dog Show Rules and 
Rules specific to show venue must be followed.  The Exhibitor and a Parent/Guardian 
must sign in the designated area on the other side of this form acknowledging reading 
these rules and agreeing to abide by these rules. They must also sign and verify that a 
signed 2026 Permission to Participate in Ohio 4-H Dog Activities Disclosure and 
Release of Claims form is on file in their county Extension office and agree to be 
bound by the terms set forth therein. ANY dog exhibiting unsafe or threatening 
behavior at any time before, during, or after exhibition MUST be removed from the 
fairgrounds for the remainder of the dog show. All decisions of the Show Committee 
shall be final. All 2026 Ohio State Fair Dog Show Rules/Specific Show Venue Rules 
and other information can be found at: www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs.  
Individuals who violate any rule and/or exhibit poor sportsmanship during the Ohio 
State Fair Junior Fair Dog Show WILL BE DISQUALIFIED from showing and 
removed from the Fairgrounds.  Show Committee and/or Judges’ decisions are 
FINAL.  Individuals are NOT permitted to have any discussion with judges at any 
time throughout the Dog Show.  (This does not include discussions or questions during an 
Agility or Rally briefing or walkthroughs.) Individuals with concerns must express them 
in writing, give them to Show Personnel, and those concerns will be discussed at the 
fall State 4-H Dog Advisory Committee meeting.  Confrontations with Judges and/or 
Show Personnel will result in removal of those individuals from the 
Fairgrounds and in disqualification of exhibitors.  

Permission to Participate 
As a 4-H member, I am aware that: 
1. Dogs have a tendency to behave in ways that may result in injury to me or other persons in 
the immediate vicinity;
2. Dogs may react in an unpredictable way to unfamiliar environments, sounds, strange odors, 
sudden movements, unfamiliar objects, persons, dogs, or other animals;
3. I am to listen to adult volunteers, trainers, coaches, and judges when working with my 
dog(s) in group settings, and when around other dogs and 4-H members, and people;
4. Other participants in the 4-H Dog Program may fail to maintain control over their dogs or 
fail to act within their abilities, thus causing harm to me, my dog(s), other participants, 
volunteers, or spectators;
5. Other participants in an activity, event, or program may act in a negligent manner which 
otherwise may result in harm to me and/or my dog(s);
6. I should be aware of my dog’s body language and stress indicators at all times while we are 
participating in 4-H activities;
7. I should be able to remove my dog from situations where he/she may respond in a reactive 
or aggressive manner;
8. If I cannot maintain control over a dog I am using for a 4-H project, I understand that I will 
not be able to use this dog for a 4-H project; and
9. If a dog I am using for a 4-H project has been or becomes aggressive toward other people 
and/or other dogs, I will not use this dog for a 4-H project.

As a parent or guardian, I understand and agree that my child is capable of 
being in control of his/her dog(s) at all times. I understand and agree that if a dog my 
child is currently using, or plans to use, has been or becomes aggressive toward other 
people and/or dogs I will not allow my child to use this dog as a 4-H project.  

 
 

Health Requirements 
1. Dogs less than 6 months old are NOT permitted on the Fairgrounds. All dogs
MUST have current Rabies vaccinations.  Please have your veterinarian document on
this form that your dog’s Rabies vaccination is current by filling in the “Date Expires”
blank.  Additionally, the Ohio 4-H Dog Program requires that all dogs have current
vaccinations for Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, and Parvovirus
for exhibition at the Ohio State Fair Dog Show. Bordetella vaccination is
recommended, but not required. If your veterinarian does not administer the required
vaccinations, they must document that in the space provided or on business letterhead
and attach it to this form. The Ohio State Fair Dog Show follows the exhibitor’s
veterinarian’s vaccination protocol.
2. All vaccinations must be administered by a licensed veterinarian.  For the Ohio
State Fair Dog Show, all vaccinations must be current through the last day of the
2025 show. Note:  Vaccination deadlines and requirements for county fairs may differ.
3. THIS IS THE ONLY CERTIFICATE THAT WILL BE ACCEPTED AT
HEALTH CHECK. Other certificates of vaccination, computerized vaccination
records, pet record cards, or kennel records will not be accepted.  It is the
exhibitor's responsibility to make sure all health requirements for State Fair are
met.
4. Dogs exhibiting abnormalities or symptoms of sickness, disease, or parasite
infestation as determined by the health check officials will be eliminated from the
show and must be removed from the Fairgrounds.  If a dog is under veterinary care for
a health condition that is not infectious or contagious, the exhibitor must bring a health 
certificate from the attending veterinarian verifying the condition and treatment.
Decision of the health check officials is final.
5. Bitches showing signs of heat are not permitted on the Fairgrounds.  They
will not be allowed to show. Each dog must go through a health check each day shown 
where all females will be checked for signs of heat.  If a bitch shows any signs of
heat, she will be eliminated from the show and must be removed from the
Fairgrounds. Any bitch, which appears so attractive to males as to be a disturbing
element, will be eliminated from the show and must be removed from the Fairgrounds.
Decision of the health check officials is final.  (Note:  Check with your veterinarian
several months prior to the show if you think your dog is due to be in heat during the
show.  They may be able to medicate your dog to delay estrus.)
6. Pregnant and/or lactating (nursing) bitches are not permitted on the
Fairgrounds.  They will not be allowed to compete.
7. Any male or female dog that is a disturbing element to other dogs will be eliminated 
from the show and must be removed from the Fairgrounds.
 

►Your veterinarian must fill in ALL of the blanks!  They must print their name on
the line labeled “Administering Veterinarian’s Name” and sign their name on the line
titled “Veterinarian’s Signature.”  Your veterinarian must fill in the date and clinic
phone at the bottom of the certificate. Any additional health conditions allowing dog
to show MUST be addressed by veterinarian on business letterhead.

You must complete the front side of this Identification Form. You and your 
parent or guardian must sign and date this form. 

Bring this completed form with you to the Ohio State Fair Dog Show Health 
Check Station, along with your dog, prior to going to Registration. 

http://www.go.osu.edu/osfdogs


2026 Permission to Participate in Ohio 4-H Dog Activities 
Disclosure and Release of Claims 

 
I,         , have chosen to participate in the Ohio 4-H Dog Program 
and its related dog activities. I understand that this participation will involve contact with dogs and may give rise to a risk of 
physical injury. I understand that participation in the 4-H Dog Program is strictly voluntary and is not a requirement for 4-H 
membership. 
 

I am aware that: 
1. Dogs have a tendency to behave in ways that may result in injury to me or other persons in the immediate vicinity; 
2. Dogs may react in an unpredictable way to unfamiliar environments, sounds, strange odors, sudden movements, 
 unfamiliar objects, persons, dogs, or other animals; 
3. I am to listen to adult volunteers, trainers, coaches, and judges when working with my dog(s) in group settings, and when 

around other dogs and 4-H members, and people; 
4. Other participants in the 4-H Dog Program may fail to maintain control over their dogs or fail to act within their 
 abilities, thus causing harm to me, my dog(s), other participants, volunteers, or spectators; 
5. Other participants in an activity, event, or program may act in a negligent manner which otherwise may result in harm to me 

and/or my dog(s);  
6. I should be aware of my dog’s body language and stress indicators at all times while we are participating in 4-H activities; 
7. I should be able to remove my dog from situations where he/she may respond in a reactive or aggressive manner;  
8. If I cannot maintain control over a dog I am using for a 4-H project, I understand that I will not be able to use this dog for a 4-H 

project; and 
9. If a dog I am using for a 4-H project has been or becomes aggressive toward other people and/or other dogs, I will not be 

able to continue to use this dog for a 4-H project. 
 

As a parent or guardian, I have discussed with my child the need to follow all safety procedures, behavior guidelines, and other 
protocols set forth by adult volunteers, and 4-H dog rules and regulations. I understand that my child will receive assistance from a 
4-H volunteer leader when engaged in 4-H club workouts and other similar programs and activities involving 4-H members and 
dogs. I understand the importance of my child belonging to a 4-H dog club or seeking other socialization and training opportunities 
for my child’s 4-H dog if not enrolled in a 4-H dog club. 
 

In consideration for the opportunity to participate in club, county, regional, and state 4-H dog activities, and the use of services 
and facilities made available through these 4-H dog activities, I do release and forever discharge for myself and my heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, the Ohio 4-H Dog Program professional and volunteer leaders, educators, The Ohio State 
University and its Board of Trustees, its administrators, faculty and staff, from all claims, demands, and causes of action for 
personal injury or any other damage which may arise out of or be in any way related to my participation in this activity or 
program. 
 

I understand and agree that my child is capable of being in control of his/her dog(s) at all times. I understand and agree that if a 
dog my child is currently using, or plans to use, has been or becomes aggressive toward other people and/or dogs I will not 
allow my child to use this dog as a 4-H project. I understand that my child is not required to participate in any 4-H dog activity, 
but grant permission for my child to do so, despite the possible risks. I recognize that by participating in this activity, as with any 
activity involving live animals, my child, my child’s dog(s), other people and/or dogs may risk injury. I hereby attest and verify I 
have been advised of the potential risks, have sought clarification if I have not understood, that I have full knowledge of the risks 
involved in these activities, and that I assume any expense that may be incurred in the event of an accident, illness, or other 
incapacity, regardless of whether I have authorized such expenses. As a parent/guardian, I assume the same risk for myself, and 
other family members and friends present at these dog activities. 
 
Signed: 4-H Member           Date:     
 
Signed: Parent or Guardian          Date:     
 
 

This 2026 form MUST be signed and kept on file in the County Extension Office for EACH youth participant in any 4-H dog 
program activity where the youth takes a live dog as a project. A current form must be signed EACH year and BEFORE a youth 
participates in the Ohio 4-H Dog Program activities with their project dog(s). 
 

Return to your County Extension Office by:           
 

Parent/Guardian and Club advisors are encouraged to keep a copy. 
 

 CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a non-discriminatory basis. 

For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 
For an accessible format of this publication, visit 

cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
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