Wayne County Jr. Fair Horse Parents/ Advisors Meeting
May 11, 2026

GENERAL ITEMS

+ EquiStep: Any 4-H/FFA, member planning to show a horse at the Wayne County Fair must
complete the online Quality Assurance aka EquiStep.
+ State Fair deadline: June 1
+ Wayne County Fair deadline July 29— NO EXCEPTIONS

* Leases:
* There is a new lease form that must be completed and uploaded to 4-H Online when
doing animal ID. The form is to help anyone leasing a horse cover all bases to help
both better identity the leased horse as well as protect all parties involved.

« Clarification of lease rules: After June 1st, if the leased horse goes to any show, the
Jr. Fair member must be present and show the horse. Anyone not in compliance with
this rule will be ineligible to compete at any 4-H event with their horse, from fun
shows to the Fair, within 30 days from the date of the show where the horse was
shown by someone other than the Jr. Fair member without the member being
present and showing the horse themselves. This has always been in the rulebook
but not clear and historically the assumption was the “30-day rule” only applied to the
Fair. It applies to all 4-H events.

* Hardship

* New for 2026 there is a process to apply for a Hardship Exception should a
member’s horse become injured or pass away after the June 1st deadline. This
would allow the members to be able to take another horse to 4-H shows, including
fair. There is a form to complete and apply to the horse committee for the exception.
A vet must be involved throughout the entire injury/illness/death and the exception
being approved is not guaranteed. Each application will be reviewed by the
committee on a case-by-case basis.

* Fun Shows
* Dates: June 2nd - Pleasure
June 9th - Contest
June 16th - Pleasure
June 23rd - Contest
June 30th - Pleasure
July 7th - Contest

« Skillathon
» Dates: Wednesday, July 8th 6-9pm Event Center
Thursday, July 9th 6-9pm Event Center
Wednesday, August 5th  6-9pm Event Center
e |F an exhibitor CANNOT make those dates, PLEASE contact the extension office to
make an appointment between July 8- August 5, ALL Skillathons must be
completed by AUGUST 5 — NO EXCEPTIONS

* Back to individual station setup:
1. Horse ID & Nutrition



Horse Health

Rulebook Knowledge
Equipment ID/Tack
Record & Project Books

arwn

» Watch our Facebook page! We have been working hard putting together everything
you need to know for Skillathon and beyond. The education piece is BACK!!!

Bit Clarification - Snaffle bits in all English classes
» To clarify, per the Rulebook, any leverage bit with fixed attachment points, i.e.
Kimberwick, Pelham, Weymouth curb, must have a curb chain.

» By definition, a snaffle bit is NOT a leverage bit, it is a direct contact bit and as such,
a curb chain is not allowed. If your horse is in need of a curb chain, consider using a
Kimberwick, but no curb chains will be permitted on snaffle bits at any Wayne County
4H events including Tuesday night fun shows and the Wayne County Fair.

Wayne County Fair
« Dates: September 12-18" (yes, it's “later” this year because it's always starts the first
Saturday after Labor Day and that holiday is “later” this year)

*  Check-in
* 6-9pm IF you need a specific check-in time after 9pm you must reach out and
schedule that with the committee. ALL stalled horses must be on the
grounds and checked in by 9pm unless you have applied for an exception

+ Same procedure as 2025. Bring your bridles with bits to the table. Leave
your horse in the stall but know your stall number. The committee will come
around and check the horses in their stalls. A BODY SCORE BELOW A 4
WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO SHOW AND WILL BE SENT HOME.

+ Stall Checks
+ Stall checks will be done every morning by the committee at 9am. Stalls
must be cleaned and horses fed and watered no later than 9am. The
committee will periodically check horses’ stalls throughout the day for
cleanliness, water and hay. It is a great idea to keep hay in front of your
horse 24/7, especially when they are away from home.

Pen Cleaning Policy

Animals are to be fed and watered and pens cleaned at least once a day! (more often if
necessary)

Inspection:

A) Shall be completed by a minimum of two beef, goat, horse, poultry/rabbit, sheep, or
swine committee members.

B) Inspection shall take place twice a day.

C) A written log must be kept and include the following information: exhibitor’s name,
aisle, pen #, date of first, second, and third warning.



* D)Alistwill be maintained on the bulletin boards of the respective barns showing who
is in violation and where they stand on warnings (first, second, etc.)

» E)Duringinspection, any pen found to be wet, have excessive manure, or be emitting
foul odor will be considered in violation and receive a warning. (Horse: a violation is
also considered if the project animal is not being properly fed and watered EACH DAY).

*  F)When awarningis issued, the pen will be posted with a card advising of such and
which warning it is (first, second, etc.).

* () Goat, poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine project exhibitors must clean their animal’s
pens after they leave or are sold.

» Discipline:

* A)First offense: Pen will be tagged advising first warning - clean pen now.

* B) Second offense: Pen will be tagged advising second warning - clean pen now.

* C)Third offense: Pen will be tagged advising third and final warning.

* D)Ifpenisstill found to be in violation on the inspection following the third warning, the
exhibitor will not be allowed to show or sell his or her project at the fair. The exhibitor
also will not be allowed to exhibit that same project the year following the violation at
the Wayne County Fair. (Horse: if stall has not been cleaned or the animal has not been
fed or watered).

« Remember, we don’t do this to be mean or hateful. Our horses are on
display for thousands of members of the public and perception is reality. We
want nothing but positive experiences for anyone attending the fair who visits
the horse barns.

* Please keep isles swept and free of obstructions for safety of everyone.

+ Tack Stalls
+ We know how valuable tack stalls are for everyone and will do our best to
have them available, but we cannot guarantee them and can’t say one way or
another until entries close August 1st.

* Haul-Ins
* As is the case every year, hauling into the fair is not guaranteed and is ONLY
permitted at the determination of the Senior Fair Board. SFB requires us to
fill every stall first before haul-ins are permitted. We will address this at the
same time as tack stalls, once entries are in and ultimately SFB must
approve.

* Back Number
+ |tis stated in the Rulebook that anyone not having their back number on
either the back of their shirt or on the side of their saddle pad upon entering
the show pen will be disqualified. Please take the time to do a final check
before mounting. Check tack, check clothing and make sure you have those
back numbers!

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE



